
Moving in the USSR
Western anomalies and Northern wilderness

Studia Fennica
Historica

Edited by Pekka Hakamies



1

Luvun otsikko

Studia Fennica
Historica 10



The Finnish Literature Society (SKS) was founded in 1831 and has,
from the very beginning, engaged in publishing operations. It nowadays publishes
literature in the fields of ethnology and folkloristics, linguistics, literary
research and cultural history.

The first volume of the Studia Fennica series appeared in 1933. Since 1992,
the series has been divided into three thematic subseries: Ethnologica,

Folkloristica and Linguistica. Two additional subseries were formed
in 2002, Historica and Litteraria. The subseries Anthropologica was formed
in 2007.

In addition to its publishing activities, the Finnish Literature Society
maintains research activities and infrastructures, an archive containing
folklore and literary collections, a research library and promotes Finnish literature abroad.

Editorial board
Anna-Leena Siikala
Markku Haakana
Pauli Kettunen
Leena Kirstinä
Teppo Korhonen
Johanna Ilmakunnas

oa.finlit.fi

Editorial Office
SKS
P.O. Box 259
FI-00171 Helsinki
www.finlit.fi



Moving in the USSR

Edited by Pekka Hakamies

Finnish Literature Society · Helsinki

Western anomalies and Northern wilderness



The publication has undergone a peer review.

Studia Fennica Historica 10

© 2005 Pekka Hakamies and SKS
License CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International

A digital edition of a printed book first published in 2005 by the Finnish Literature Society.

Cover Design: Timo Numminen
EPUB: eLibris Media Oy

ISBN 978-951-746-695-0 (Print)
ISBN 978-951-858-023-5 (PDF)
ISBN 978-951-858-022-8 (EPUB)

ISSN 0085-6835 (Studia Fennica)
ISSN 1458-526X (Studia Fennica Historica)

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.21435/sfh.10

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of the license, please visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

A free open access version of the book is available at http://dx.doi.
org/10.21435/sfh.10 or by scanning this QR code with your mobile device.



H

'30PNNfMPK KPLP

%JK0fK01

'%YVU=X#$l#W#V@A a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a F

(+884 74843=+!
[V@BU$?%@[UV
WPR3k0PJK kKg MJikM PgfK0P0) PK SJ3Lf3 0f33P0J3Pf1 JS 0Qf ?AAB a a a a a a a a a a D

-2>>= /4=2+
WU$#BV[A'@[UV [V @\# _DI`1 'V$ _DH`1 [V @\# T'B@
U! Y'B#X[' @\'@ ='A 'VV#<#$ !BUW ![VX'V$ UV
_] W'B%\ _DI` a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a _D

,4"=24 74884"4=2+2
4=# =#B# ?V'='B# U! @\# \[A@UB;a
Z?A@ @UUYaaa U?B B[AY

c@Qf 7k10d i/M0/3kM MkKg1ik7f kKg PgfK0P0) PK LPR3kK0 iJLL/KP0Pf1
PK XkgJRk Yk3fMPk kKg 0Qf Yk3fMPkK [10QL/1 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a I^

'84>+"=24 ,+62=80:4
B#%UXX#%@[UVA U! 4V'@[># X'V$c [V UB'X @B'$[@[UV
U! B?AA['V A#@@X#BA @U Y'B#X[' a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a GG

)8!424 &=6=1?+:4
4UV# [A $B'=V @U UV#8A &[B@\TX'%#c UB 4@\# TX'%#
=\#B# UV# !##XA '@ \UW# [A UV#8A WU@\#BX'V$c
%JKif701 JS QJLfMkKg j) LPR3kK01 S3JL XkgJRk Yk3fMPk a a a a a a a a a a a a a FD

(+884 74843=+!
V#= %?X@?B# UV V#= @#BB[@UB[#A
@Qf Yk3fMPkK [10QL/1 kKg XkgJRk Yk3fMPk PK 7J10b+k3 )fk31 a a a a a a a a a a D_

5"=24 ;4%<30:4
UV @\# TBU&X#WA U! XU%'X [$#V@[@; 'V$ %UV@#WTUB'B;
B?AA['V 4W[lB'@UB; @#<@Ac 6=[@\ B#!#B#V%# @U @\#
VUB@\=#A@#BV B#l[UV U! B?AA['2 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a __`



G

YP3OJP00kOk

-664 908060:4
%UV@#WTUB'B; [W'l#A U! @\# A\@#@X 'WUVlA@ @\#
?YB'[V['V TUT?X'@[UV U! ?B&'Vb@;T# A#@@X#W#V@A
'V$ >[XX'l#A U! TU$UX[' a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a _]`

%UV@B[&?@UBA a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a _G_



F

'30PNNfMPK KPLP

'iNKJ+MfgRfLfK01

Af-f3kM 7f31JK1 kKg J3RkKPek0PJK1 Qk-f JSSf3fg 0QfP3 1/77J30 SJ3 0QP1 73JOfi0
g/3PKR -k3PJ/1 7Qk1f1d S3JL 0Qf -f3) jfRPKKPKR 0J 0Qf /M0PLk0f fgP0PKR JS 0QP1
i/33fK0 7/jMPik0PJKa =f J+f k 17fiPkM f*73f11PJK JS R3k0P0/gf 0J ;/3PP Tf03Jb
-PiQ A-PKk3f- PK WfMKPNJ-Jd kKg VPKk @/KPKk kKgd 7J10Q/LJ/1M)d XfJ7JMg
VfPNfK PK XkQgfK7JQOk SJ3 0QfP3 MJikM NKJ+MfgRf kKg k11P10kKif PK QfM7PKR /1
0J .Kg 7fJ7Mf SJ3 PK0f3-Pf+1a [MPk ?0fNQPK kKg Af3RfP AQ0)3NJ- k0 0Qf #/3J7fkK
?KP-f31P0) PK A0a Tf0f31j/3R 7k30Pi/Mk3M) k11P10fg 0Qf 73JOfi0 PK J3RkKPek0PJK
JS J/3 .fMgb+J3Na l3fR =k01JK fgP0fg 0Qf #KRMP1Q MkKR/kRfd kKg Wkk3P0
>PMOkNkPKfK QfM7fg +P0Q 0Qf 0fiQKPikM fgP0PKRa @Qf !PKKP1Q J3RkKPek0PJK1 JS
0Qf SJ3Lf3 PKQkjP0kK01 JS B"P1"M" kKg Y/3NPOJNP 1/77MPfg 1JLf Lk0f3PkM kKgd
7k30Pi/Mk3M)d 7QJ0JR3k7Q1 JS 0Qf ifgfg 0f33P0J3)a AJLf JS 0Qf PMM/103k0PJK Lkb
0f3PkM1 +f3f Jj0kPKfg S3JL 0Qf k3iQP-f JS 0Qf Vk0PJKkM &Jk3g JS 'K0P5/P0Pf1a
!PKkMM)d S/KgPKR S3JL 0Qf 'ikgfL) JS !PKMkKg Lkgf 0Qf f*0fK1P-f .fMgb+J3N
kKg iJL7Mf0PJK JS 0QP1 fgP0fg -JM/Lf 7J11PjMfd kKg 0Qf !PKKP1Q XP0f3k0/3f
AJiPf0) NPKgM) kR3ffg 0J 7/jMP1Q 0Qf 3f1/M01 JS J/3 3f1fk3iQa

ZJfK1// Ia^a^``H
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[K03Jg/i0PJK

@Qf jJJN k0 QkKg P1 k 3f1/M0 JS k 73JOfi0 +QPiQ Qkg jffK .KkKifg j) 0Qf
!PKKP1Q 'ikgfL) g/3PKR 0Qf )fk31 ^```h^``]a @Qf kPL JS 0Qf 3f1fk3iQ

73JOfi0 4%JKgP0PJK1 SJ3 %JK103/i0PKR k Vf+ B/11PkC [K0f3ki0PJK1 JS @3kgPb
0PJK kKg #/3J7fkKKf11 PK 0Qf $f-fMJ7LfK0 JS ^`0Q %fK0/3) B/11Pkc +k1 0J
f*kLPKf gf-fMJ7LfK0kM 73Jif11f1 PK iJK0fL7J3k3) B/11Pk kKg iJKgP0PJK1
gfMPLP0PKR P01 iQJPif1 PK 0Qf MPRQ0 JS 0Qf ifK03kM 0/3KPKR 7JPK01 JS 0+fK0Pb
f0QbifK0/3) B/11PkK QP10J3)a @Qf ifK03kM 5/f10PJK gfkM1 +P0Q 0Qf +f10+k3g
PK0f3ki0PJK jf0+ffK B/11Pk kKg #/3J7f S3JL k B/11PkK 7f317fi0P-fa [K J0Qf3
+J3g1d QJ+ Qk1 0Qf 03kgP0PJK JS B/11Pk81 i/M0/3f kKg QP10J3) 1f0 0Qf iJKgPb
0PJK1 SJ3 P01 gf-fMJ7LfK0kM kKg 7JMP0PikM iQJPif1a

@Qf 73JOfi0 iJKifK03k0fgd PK 7k30Pi/Mk3d JK 0Qf iQkKRf1 PK B/11Pk81 3fMkb
0PJK1QP7 +P0Q #/3J7f g/3PKR 0Qf ^`0Q ifK0/3)a @Qf P11/f JS 0Qf iMk1Q jf0+ffK
#/3J7fkKKf11 60Qf 9k7kgKPN12 kKg 03kgP0PJKkM B/11PkKKf11 60Qf AMk-J7QPMf12
iJKi3f0fM) QPRQMPRQ01 0Qf 0+J ifK03kM Ski0J31 0Qk0 Qk-f kSSfi0fg B/11Pk81
gf-fMJ7LfK0a @Qf 5/f10PJK JS #/3J7fkKKf11 kKg P01 PgfkM1 MPKNfg 0J 0Qf #Kb
MPRQ0fKLfK0d JS0fK PK0f373f0fg k1 /KP-f31kMd Qk1 gP-Pgfg B/11PkK 1JiPf0) SJ3
ifK0/3Pf1a ?M0PLk0fM)d 0Qf 5/f10PJK gfkM1 +P0Q 0Qf 73JjMfL JS +Qf0Qf3 B/1b
1PkK gf-fMJ7LfK0 Mfkg1 0J+k3g1 LJgf3KPek0PJKd PK 0Qf #/3J7fkK 1fK1f JS
0Qf 0f3Ld J3 +Qf0Qf3 B/11Pk +PMM iJK0PK/f JK P01 J+K gf-fMJ7LfK0kM 7k0Qd
/KPS)PKRd JKif kRkPKd #/3J7fkK PK,/fKif1 +P0Q B/11PkK 17fiP.iP0)a [1 0Qf3f
JKM) JKf +k) 0J kiQPf-f 0Qf LJgf3KP0) +QPiQ 0Qf +f10f3K #/3J7fkK iJ/Kb
03Pf1 Qk-f 1QJ+K 0J 0Qf 3f10 JS 0Qf +J3Mgd J3 k3f 0Qf3f kM0f3Kk0P-f1 6iSa Y/Lk3
_DEECHh_`2( @QP1 73JjMfL kM1J PK-JM-f1 0Qf 5/f10PJK 0Qk0 gfkM1 +P0Q 0Qf kPL1
JS +f10f3K 7JMP0Pi1 0J+k3g1 B/11Pk kKg QJ+ 3fkMP10Pi 0Qf1f kPL1 k3fa @Q/1d
+Qk0 k3f 0Qf iJKgP0PJK1 0Qk0 10fL S3JLd kKg +QPiQ k3f gf0f3LPKfg j)d 0Qf
3fkMP0) JS B/11Pkd P01 QP10J3) kKg i/M0/3f 0Qk0 S/KgkLfK0kMM) kSSfi0 P01 S/0/3f
gf-fMJ7LfK0 kKg 7JMP0PikM iQJPif1(

*03302 >?"+4.! 42. $4">=1<64" >"4=>! 0# >?=! 1066+1>+. +.=>=02

!3JL 0QP1 -Pf+7JPK0d P0 P1 Kk0/3kM 0Qk0 0Qf 0J7Pi1 JS 0Qf k30PiMf1 +P0QPK 0QP1
7/jMPik0PJK SJi/1 JK 0Qf +f10f3K jJ3gf31 JS 0Qf SJ3Lf3 AJ-Pf0 ?KPJKa @QP1
k3fk Qk1 jffK k iJK0ki0 eJKf jf0+ffK B/11Pk kKg #/3J7fd j/0 kM1J k jk00Mfb

[K03Jg/i0PJK

WPR3k0PJK kKg MJikM PgfK0P0) PK SJ3Lf3 0f33P0J3Pf1 JS 0Qf
?AAB

T#YY' \'Y'W[#A
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TfNNk \kNkLPf1

.fMga @Qf =J3Mg =k3 @+J iQkKRfg jJ3gf31 PK 1f-f3kM 3fRPJK1 PK fk10f3K
#/3J7fd kKg 0Qf1f iQkKRf1 JSSf3fg k iQkKKfM SJ3 Kf+ PK,/fKif1 0J 7fKf03k0f
PK0J B/11Pk kKg 0Qf LPKg1 JS B/11PkK1a $/3PKR 0Qf PKP0PkM 10kRf JS 0Qf 1fiJKg
+J3Mg +k3d 0Qf AJ-Pf0 ?KPJK Qkg kM3fkg) kKKf*fg 0Qf fk10f3K 7k30 JS 73fb
+k3 TJMkKgd kiiJ3gPKR 0J 0Qf WJMJ0J-bBPjjfK03J7 03fk0)d kKg k MP00Mf Mk0f3
0Qf &kM0Pi 10k0f1 k1 +fMM k1 0Qf VJ30Qf3K &/NJ-PKk S3JL BJLkKPk Qkg kM1J
jffK kKKf*fga @Qf 1fi3f0 7k30 JS 0QP1 03fk0) 0Qk0 gfkM0 +P0Q 0Qf 417Qf3f1 JS
PK0f3f10c JS VkeP lf3LkK) kKg AJ-Pf0 ?KPJK kMMJik0fg !PKMkKg 0J 0Qf AJ-Pf0
17Qf3f JS PK,/fKifa @Qf AJ-Pf0b!PKKP1Q jJ3gf3 +k1 JKf 0J jf LJ-fgd j/0 k1
0Qf 7JMP0PikM Mfkgf31 JS !PKMkKg +f3f /K+PMMPKR 0J iJK1fK0 0J 0Qf gfLkKg1 JS
0Qf AJ-Pf0 ?KPJK 0Qf Mk00f3 03Pfg 0J 3fkiQ 0QP1 RJkM j) SJ3ifa @Qf =PK0f3 =k3
7f3PJg JS _D]Dh_DI` kKg P01 QP10J3PikM iJK1f5/fKif1 k3f 73f1fK0fg PK gf0kPM
PK 0Qf k30PiMf JS 'K00P XkPKfa

UKf 3f1/M0 JS 0Qf jJ3gf3 iQkKRf g3k+K /7 PK 0Qf WJ1iJ+ 7fkif 03fk0) JS
Wk3iQ _DI` +k1 0Qf f-ki/k0PJK S3JL 0Qf ifgfg 0f33P0J3) 0J 0Qf 3fLkPKPKR
!PKMkKg JS I``d``` !PKKP1Q iP0PefK1d LJ3f 0QkK _`: JS 0Qf fK0P3f 7J7/Mk0PJK
JS !PKMkKga $/3PKR 0Qf 4%JK0PK/k0PJK =k3c JS _DI_h_DII PK +QPiQ !PKMkKg
SJ/RQ0 k1 k iJbjfMMPRf3fK0 JS lf3LkK) kRkPK10 0Qf AJ-Pf0 ?KPJKd LkK) JS
0Qf Yk3fMPkK fLPR3kK01 +f3f kjMf 0J 3f0/3K 0J 0QfP3 JMg QJLf1d j/0 0Qf iJKgPb
0PJK1 JS 0Qf k3LP10Pif PK 0Qf k/0/LK JS _DII 1fkMfg 0Qf Sk0f JS 0Qf 0f33P0J3)d
PK 0Qk0 P0 jfikLf k 7k30 JS AJ-Pf0 ?KPJKd 1J 0Qf !PKK1d JKif kRkPKd Qkg 0J
Mfk-f 0Qf 3fRPJKa

@Qf 73Jif11 JS 1f00MfLfK0 kKg PKiJ37J3k0PJK JS Kf+ 0f33P0J3Pf1 j) 0Qf AJb
-Pf0 ?KPJK P1 0Qf 0J7Pi JS LkK) k30PiMf1 JS 0QP1 jJJNa Vf+ 1f00Mf31 j3J/RQ0
0QfP3 fiJKJLPi kKg 1JiPkM 103/i0/3fd i/M0/3f kKg 0J7JK)L1 +P0Q 0QfL 0J k3fk1
0Qk0 +f3f MfS0 73ki0PikMM) 0J0kMM) fL70) j) !PKKP1Q PKQkjP0kK01a 'KkMJRPf1 0J
0Qf 73Jif11f1 JS i/M0/3f kKg 7Mkif SJ3Lk0PJK ikK jf SJ/Kg PK 0Qf SJ3Lf3 #k10
T3/11Pkd +QPiQ 1/SSf3fg k 1PLPMk3 Sk0f k1 0Qf ifgfg !PKKP1Q Yk3fMPka &J0Q k3fk1
+f3f PKiJ37J3k0fg PK0J 0Qf AJ-Pf0 1JiPf0) kKg 3fifP-fg Kf+d B/11PkKb17fkNPKR
PKQkjP0kK01 k1 k 3f1/M0 JS gfiP1PJK1 k0 k QPRQ Mf-fM JS AJ-Pf0 kgLPKP103k0PJK
kKg kK ki0P-f 3fi3/P0LfK0 ikL7kPRKa

@Qf LkPK gPSSf3fKif1 jf0+ffK 0Qf SJ3Lf3 !PKKP1Q Yk3fMPk kKg 0Qf SJ3Lf3
lf3LkK #k10 T3/11Pk 1ffL 0J jf PK 0Qf +k3b0PLf QP10J3) JS 0Qf 0f33P0J3Pf1C
#k10 T3/11Pk +k1 Qfk-PM) gf-k10k0fg PK 0Qf jk00Mf1 PK 0Qf .KkM 10kRf JS 0Qf +k3d
+Qf3fk1 k Mk3Rf 7k30 JS 0Qf 0f33P0J3) JS Yk3fMPkd ifgfg j) !PKMkKg 0J AJ-Pf0
?KPJKd LkPKM) 3fRPJK1 JK 0Qf =f10 iJk10 JS XkNf XkgJRkd +f3f kMLJ10 PKb
0ki0 f*if70 SJ3 1JLf jJLjPKR j) 0Qf AJ-Pf0 kP3 SJ3if kKg 1JLf jk00Mf1 PK 0Qf
1/LLf3 JS _DI_a 'KJ0Qf3 1PRKP.ikK0 gPSSf3fKif +k1 0Qf 0J0kM f-ki/k0PJK JS
!PKKP1Q PKQkjP0kK01 S3JL 0Qf ifgfg 0f33P0J3)a [K #k10 T3/11Pkd k773J*PLk0fM)
_]`d``` lf3LkK1 10k)fg PK _DIH j/0 0Qf) +f3f gf7J30fg 0J lf3LkK) /K0PM
0Qf jfRPKKPKR JS 0Qf _DH`1a AJd 0Qf Kf+ 1f00Mf31 gPg Qk-f kK J77J30/KP0) 0J
SkLPMPk3Pef 0QfL1fM-f1 +P0Q lf3LkK1 kKg 0QfP3 +k) JS MP-PKR kKg 0Qf lf3LkK1
gPg fKRkRf +P0Q 0Qf AJ-Pf0 1JiPf0)a 6>J10JiQKk)k T3/11PPkd _EHd ^^Ia2 'KJ0Qb
f3 gPSSf3fKif +k1 0Qf 3f7f0P0PJK JS 0Qf f-ki/k0PJK JS 0Qf !PKKP1Q PKQkjP0kK01
PK _DIId kKg PK 0Qf LfkK0PLfd PK _DI_d 0Qf f-ki/k0PJK JS 0Qf Kf+M) k33P-fg
AJ-Pf0 1f00Mf31a AJd 0Qf SJ3Lf3 !PKKP1Q Yk3fMPk Qk1 i3fk0fg 1f-f3kM Mk)f31 JS
f-ki/k0PJK 3fiJMMfi0PJK1 kKg 3fS/Rff 10J3Pf1a
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studia fennica anthropologica ethnologica folkloristica historica linguistica litteraria

This book deals with 20th century resettlements in the western areas
of the former USSR, in particular the territory of Karelia that was
ceded by Finland in the WWII, Podolia in the Ukraine, and the North-
West periphery of Russia in the Kola peninsula. Finns from Karelia
emigrated to Finland, most of the Jews of Podolia were exterminated
by Nazi Germany but the survivors later emigrated to Israel, and the
sparsely populated territory beyond the Polar circle received the Societ
conquerors of nature which they began to exploit. The empty areas
were usually settled by planned state recruitment of relocated Soviet
citizens, but in some cases also by spontaneous movement. Thus, a
Ukrainian took over a Jewish house, a Chuvash kolkhos was dispersed
along Finnish khutor houses, and youth in the town of Apatity began
to prefer their home town in relation to the cities of Russia.

Everywhere the settlers met new and strange surroundings, and
they had to construct places and meanings for themselves in their new
home and restructure their local identity in relation to their places of
origin and current abodes.They also had to create images of the former
inhabitants and explanations for various strange details they preceived
around themselves.

All articles within this volume are based on extensive field or archive
work. This research project was funded by the Academy of Finland.
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