Elise Tykkyldinen

Return to the desert




Return to the desert






Return to the desert
Elise Tykkyldinen
(Originally written and published in Finnish 2012/Mediapinta)



Copyright ©2015 by Elise Tykkyldinen

Originally published in Finnish 2012 /Mediapinta

All rights reserved.

ISBN 978-952-330-109-2

Publisher: BoD- Books on Demand, Helsinki, Finland
Printing: BoD- Books on Demand, Norderstedt, Germany



Contents

PREFACE .....coveeveeeveeeeeetestsssesses s ses s sassassenessanennens 9
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS......cc.oovverveeerceeeeseeeesseeneesseesessnenes 10
SPECULATION .ottt sessee s 11
ABOUT MARRIAGES .......oooveerereceeeeeeeeeesesseeseesessessessessessensans 11
ABOUT THE FEEDBACK OF MY PREVIOUS BOOK.................. 12
RISK cvvveverevereeeee et eeses e s st enss s snessanesnens 14
FEAR TAKES PLACE ......coovecveeeeceeeseeeeseeeesesees e enens 15
LATE AUTUMN AND WINTER 2003, HANKO.........cc.coorvenene 17
REUNION - FRIDAY, 16™ FEBRUARY 2007 — EARLY
MORNING IN CAIRO......oeevrereeereeireeieseeseseesseseesssseessesenens 21
ALMOST A SKELETON......ooveereeeeeeereeeeeeeeeesessenessseenessneees 35
WINTER 2003-2004, IN HANKO ......ooovvrereeeereereereesern e 37
CHAINS OF THE FINNISH SYSTEM ....coovvrvreerceeseseesseseeeeeeee 40
ALLAH-HO-AKBAR .......ovorvrreeerereesreesessessessesssssessessessssnsenens 42
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15™ HELSINKI RAILWAYSTATION —
FEAR oottt ettt es s s s s saesae s sas s sanes 45
PLANS OF AUNT “CABBAGE” .......oovveeeeeeeereerenreeseesssessssenns 47
RETURN TO THE CENTER OF CAIRO.....oeuvvrreereeeeereeiesieenens 54
WINTER 2006, IN TURKU — A BLINDFOLDED WOMAN........57
SILENT REQUEST FOR HELP, DOWNTOWN CAIRO............... 61
DINNER AT THE AFTER EIGHT RESTAURANT .......ceovverrennenns 63



SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17" — SEEING EL BOSTAN “BEHIND A

CURTAIN" ..ot sas s 66
OSAMA AND THE FORESKIN ......coveeveerereeeeeecesneeseeessnienens 67
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17™ = VISIT IN KHAN AL KHALILI .....73
FATHER AND DAUGHTER ......veevreeieceeeeectseeeseeee s, 78
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18™ — VISITING THE EMBASSY........... 79
SIXTH SENSE IN THE SUBWAY TUNNEL .....ocvvverererreerernenee 80
EARLY SPRING 2004, IN HANKO — CLOSE TO BECOME A
WIDOW ...ttt nes e snenes 82
COURTSHIP IN THE LIVING ROOM......oovvreeecerresieesiennnens 85
MONDAY FEBRUARY 19™ — RETURN TO THE VILLAGE OF
CAPTIVITY oot sssss e s 87
SALLY .ottt 89
ESCAPING ROOM .....ouvevereececreieeeeseeseeseeseesesses s sanns 93
SCHOOL AND SUPERMARKET ......ovevreeereeeeeceese e 94
ARROWS AND HEARTS.......coovrrerreneseessessessessessessessensesseneas 98
APPLE EVENING «.....oovuvcereceereeeeeeeeeeseeesesseesessesses s, 101
TUESDAY, 20TH FEBRUARY 2007 — TRIP TO THE Z0O.......105
POLICE CHIEF STANDS UP......oocveeveereeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeses s 110
MANGOS AND PEPPER .....c.ovurvrevrieeeeeeeeseesesseesessessensee s 114
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 21°" — SMILING IN A TAXI ......... 116
TO KHAN AL-KHALILI FOR THE SECOND TIME .........ooe..... 118
A TOUR AROUND THE PYRAMIDS........ooveeerrereneeniensenianns 119
VOLCANO ERUPTS ..o seesensensanes 121



SUNRISE ...ttt 147
EPILOGUE..... .ttt 149
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIFE FROM CHANNELING .................. 151
CURSED CLITORISES........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiececceec e 153
PITY e 155
SHAKING LEAVES AND CANDLE FLAMES .......ccoceevvviiiiennn 156
OMENS. ... 158
IMAGINATION ....otiiiiiiiiiirecereeeee e 159
POEM: GROWTH OF A SEED ....ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicc, 160






PREFACE

This book is a sequel to my first book “The seed of new life”. In
this book, the characters are mostly the same as in my first book.
Thus, it is easier to understand the background, if you have read
“The seed of new life” first.

I tell about my experiences on two “levels”: some chapters are
about our lives in Finland, after we had moved back to Finland
from Egypt. Some chapters tell about our trip to Egypt in 2007,
when I decided to go with my daughter to meet my daughter's
family in Egypt, even though we had already settled in Finland
permanently.

I'm telling about my life in Hanko (my old hometown) where I
lived with my little baby-Mona and also briefly about my life in
Turku, where we moved later.

We had a life in Turku which could be described as a “Finnish
family idyll”. This contained cohabitation with a peaceful and
calm Finnish man. We had just bought a house and it was located
in a beautiful and quiet area. [ was enormously afraid of losing all
that, but I had a great need to travel to Egypt. Simply, according
to my moral point of view, a child should know her background
and who her biological father was. A child should have a chance
to contact with both of her parents’ relatives. I also wanted to
offer Methad, Mona's father, a chance to be my friend and to keep
in touch with his child.

The life in Turku was to me a pacifying and harmonious experi-
ence after the wild years of my youth. The time when I lived in
Egypt was very wild time and living in Turku healed my wounds.
That is why I did everything I could to return to Finland from a
trip, which became a nightmare. On that trip I counted off the
days, eventually hours, from the first day, to our flight back to



Finland. Our destiny was about to change completely during those
days.

(Some names of the characters on this book have been changed to
protect privacy.)
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I want to thank all those friends, family members, acquaintances,
colleagues and relatives who helped me to cover the printing ex-
penses of my first published book “The seed of new life”, by buy-
ing it. Thanks to you, my book was published. I deeply thank you
for your support on self-published art.

For me, writing was and still is an important way to unleash my
experiences about Egypt and thus I’m putting them into covers. In
this way they will remain as only a legend, which I don’t have to
go through again.

I would also like to encourage all those writers, whose texts the
major publishers have refused to publish, and thus may have
made them feel as they would be worthless as writers. I’'m saying:
“Dear writers! Do not ‘bury’ your texts in your desks. Use small
publishers; consider the possibility of self-publishing. There is
always a way for a book to get published. Major publisher’s nega-
tive response does not necessarily mean that the text would be
bad. Modern digital printing houses offer many new opportunities
for new writers. Use them!”
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Return to the desert is a sequel to the book “The seed of
new life”. On this book a child faces her father and this
child’s mother has to face her past. They have to go for a
journey to Egypt in order to remain their connection with
their Egyptian family.

"I have come to visit Cairo. Now I have come back. Over
three years have passed since I moved away from Egypt
with my little baby Mona. Over two years have passed
since the last time I had visited in Egypt with my
daughter.

I have come to face my fears. I have come to size up my
strength. I have come to find out, what kind of attitude
the relatives have towards me, and whether it is still
possible for Mona to keep in touch with them. I have
come to realize that I have been blind."

Il BoD

BOOKS on DEMAND

89523"3 2

www.bod.fi



