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OPENING WORDS

These opening words, as well as all the album-reviews, were
written in the last four months of 2019.

It was the most significant decade of my life. I became an author,
writing my first novel at age sixteen (2013), formed (2016) and ran a
Facebook music-group for three years, went through puberty, collected
over 350 (and counting) CDs, gained (2010), lost (201), gained again
(2014) and lost again (2018) weight in noticeable amounts, made all my
best friendships (2010-2013), lost my virginity (2012), learned about love
and family and myself, survived severe depression after years (2014-
2017) of struggling. Smoked for the first time (2010), drank for the first
time (2010), had my first kiss (2011).

The older I get the more poetic the ring is in the words that fate chose
for my first words in this decade "voi vittu" ("Oh fuck"). Throughout the
years and the changes, the losses and wins, the opportunities and
misfortunes... to start it all with "oh fuck" originally felt regretful. Not
because I was 13 and my parents didn't like me cursing. Just, wished I'd
planned the words better.

Wanna know why those were the words I instinctively uttered in that
moment? Because I'd just looked at the clock, and it was two minutes
past midnight. I had plans in my mind, to do or say something
extravagant, something super meaningful that night when the 2000's
turned into the 2010's. I hadn't gotten around to finishing those plans
before the moment arrived.

I don’t know how much of that fact sered a poetic purpose in the
coming ten years. That stagnation. But eh.

But just... I didn't know how these ten years would turn out. Of
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course. I got no idea where I'll be in 2030 now, so it makes sense. But I
knew I was gonna get a lot older in these ten years, in calendar-years,
at the very least. As the ten years passed, the words "oh fuck" turned
out to be just the words to say at the dawn of such an unpredictable,
satisfying but also painful decade.

I remember every situation, setting and scenery I was in when a year
has turned during this decade. The in-the-moment-ness of accidentally
cursing at the fact a new decade had begun, cannot and should not get
understated as the launching pad for that process of enjoying a NYE. It
has turned into my favorite day of the year. Themes of ending the old
and beginning the new hit me at every contemplative moment in any
given December. It's an amazing opportunity for reflection, a good time
to look back on things you have accomplished, as well as things you
want to do better, and wish would turn out better, come new year. I'm
a believer in that the energies, the mindsets and things you do on the
last night of the year, is what defines the next year of your life in some
ways, at least symbolic ones. There's big and small magics going around
on a NYE. And this is the third New Decade's Eve I'll experience in my
life. It's my favorite holiday of the year, a time of reflecting on the past
and what went right or wrong - as I mentioned earlier - but above all, a
time for looking forward, finding that security that life has certain
beginnings and endings, even if your life doesn't start anew because of
just one magical tic of the clock. This infatuation with New Year's Eve
has even gone as far as to inspire my entire view of life. What is life, but
a story?

A time of new beginnings, and looking back, I've been giving it
conscious effort to have 2019 culminate things in my life, as if it was a
big NYE in and of itself. Turns out, many of the culminations I didn't
even have to carry out myself:

e Ipublished Helicopters, the final part on the Oulunsalo Fiction-
book trilogy. This one has been building up since 2014. The first
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chapter of Ice Road was written in July of that year, along with
sketching out the beginning of a story. Hurries regarding other
books went aside finally in December, when one snowy, hazy
morning I made the outlining of the main events of the whole
book, leaving room for possible sequels. Ice Road was released
in June 2016, Talisman in September 2017, and Helicopters
April 2019. In October I released the collector's edition
compiling the entirety of Oulunsalo Fiction, and in November
released The Oulunsalo Gallery, a book detailing the creative
process that happened over the course of five years.

I got two jobs. This one has been building up since 2016, when
I started culinary school. There were difficulties along the way.
I hardly knew jack-shit about food when I went to school in the
summer of that year, but 2,5 years, and seven apprenticeships
later, I got the diploma. 100 Euro-scholarship as well (2018).
Later, in Autumn 2019, [ moved to Sy6te which is a big skiing
resort in Lapland, to work there as a chef.

[ moved out of my parents' house. This one's been building up
since 2017, when I started actively wanting it... but being in
school, I had to wait it out. Moving out to my first apartment
alone was a big step in and of itself, but as I started working at
Syote, I of course had to move there as well...

My brother got married. This was none of my doing, but it's
been technically building up since 2012, when those two
lovebirds got engaged.

I got 4,000 ratings on RateYourMusic. Yeah, I know, not as big
as the other ones, but I had to mention it, since the site is where
I primarily post my lists. Back in 2016, when [ was really dipping
my feet into water with all these diverse genres and such, I
came across a user on RYM. He's a friend of mine there, and a
Norwegian native. He had 4,000 ratings. Now I dunno what it
was, but looking at this number just instantly gave me an
instinctive idea, that this is a guy who knows about music. It
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looked like an accomplished number in a sense. In the years
following 2016, as my number of records I'd heard and rated,
rapidly grew and [ surpassed all my online-friends, the only
time I really felt like the mission was complete, was reaching
four thousand. And this January, I did it. I mean listening to
music is just for fun, right? For me it’s fun to set extravagant
goals and then meet them.

® [ quit smoking. This time for good. I'd been doing it longer than
my mother did when she was younger, which had to me been
the absolute limit of how far down that road I'll ever go. This
one had technically been building up since 2016, when I had a
6-month break from the shit but unfortunately ended up
relapsing. On the last day of September this year, I finally put
an end to it. [ will never take one hit off of one cigarette again.

e | started working on a new book that's to be called Broken
Shadows (named after the archival Ornette Coleman album). A
crossover project that sees characters from six of my earlier
books, making appearances, as well as my first real step into
the Fantasy and Dystopia-genres.

The making of this list has been an active goal for the last 2 years, and
I base these 100 picks off the 2,000+ albums from 2010-2019 that [ have
heard.

Now this decade's just days away from ending. Welcome to my list of
the greatest albums released in the last ten years.
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HONORABLE MENTIONS

Albums that almost made this list.

You know there's gonna be a bunch of these, with how extensive the
research for this list was.

The Midnight Hour - Luke Cage (2016)
William Tyler - Goes West (2019)
Tycho - Dive (2015)

Gil Scott-Heron - I'm New Here (2010)
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Andy Sheppard - Romaria (2018)

Tangerine Dream, Woody Jackson, The Alchemist, Oh No & D]J
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Glue Trip - Glue Trip (2015)
Pallbearer - Foundations of Burden (2014)
Vijay lIyer - Far From Over (2017)
Kendrick Lamar - Section.8o (2011)
Steven Wilson - Grace for Drowning (20m)
Low - Double Negative (2018)
Janelle Monae - The Electric Lady (2013)
Overkill - Ironbound (2010)
Milo - Things That Happen at Day // Things That Happen at
Night (2013)
Nails - Unsilent Death (2010)
King Creosote & Jon Hopkins - Diamond Mine (2011)
Fire! Orchestra - Enter (2014)
Om - Advaitic Songs (2012)

DJ Rozwell - None of This Is Real (2014)
Anderson .Paak - Ventura (2019)
Deathspell Omega - Paracletus (2010)

Manu Delago - Circadian (2019)

AND WELCOME TO THE 2020s!
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#100.

Michael Arthur Holloway
Guilt Noir

(2016)

(Dark Jazz)

It is sheer coincidence that the most brutal-looking, (I'll say it) ugly
cover-art out of the whole list is here first. The bulk of this cover-art is
taken up by what I hope is not a dog or a similar animal’s burnt bones,
but a burnt doll. Random black markings around its’ neck-area, a
mouth that looks like the inside of a spoiled cantaloupe melon. Holes
for eyes, and two perked-up ears, and some white lines that look as if
the photoshop-process was unfinished. The background is just a wall of
wooden planks, with a night-shaded sepia overlay.

It’s the lowest-ranking entry on the list - not a small accomplishment
in and of itself, given the extent of big names even on the "Honorable
Mentions”-section - but also the one putting Michael Arthur Hol-
loway/Dead When I Found Herin an elite grouping ofjust
three artists that scored three entries on the list. I didn’t want to be as
selective as I had to be, when limiting down the albums I wanted to talk
about, into just hundred. A lot of people I've seen, who make big lists
like this, make it a necessity to have a "one album per artist” limit, and
I just think that makes no sense.

The first and so far last Jazz venture by Holloway, this is really the first

time the EBM-artist stretched his own artistic limits as far as this. And
it was a successful venture. Granted, there’s no denying the Angelo
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Years of getting better at writing, discovering music, and trying
to somehow merge those things into a form of authorship where
my words could do a service to music | truly love...

Years of building up a little community around it, being at both
ends of introducing somebody to a record they fucking love that
changed their lives.

When you read my top 100 albums of the 2010s, just know.
[t has all

been leading up
to this.
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