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Finland Through Moscow’s Eyes, 1920–1930: At the Crossroads of Great 
Power Politics, Civil War and Revolution

The focus of this research is on Finland’s role in Soviet Union’s 
calculation of its foreign policy between 1920 and 1930. This was 
the first decade of both Finnish independence and of Soviet power in 
Russia. This book answers questions about the objectives of Soviet 
foreign policy in Finland, on the contacts used by the Soviet legation to 
obtain information, and on how well the Soviets understood Finland’s 
objectives.
People interested in Finland and in Russian perspectives with regards 
to foreign policy and neighbouring countries will find much new in 
this book because it relies on formerly unpublished Russian archival 
material to form the basis for charting Soviet objectives in Finland. 
The book shows that the Soviets primarily observed Finland in a larger 
regional context along with other states on its borders in the Baltic Sea 
region. The global objectives of the revolution and the Soviet Union, but 
also the domestic political situation in both countries, are reflected on 
this framework. The period was characterized by forced collectivization 
in the Soviet Union and, in Finland, by the rise of the right-wing Lapua 
Movement that emerged at the onset of the Great Depression, laying the 
foundations for the most severe crisis in the relations during 1929–1930 
when the issues surrounding these events destabilized simultaneously 
the society and political decision-making in both countries.


