Abstract

A Guide to Studying the History of Childhood:
Multidisciplinary Perspectives and Methods

This edited volume is a handbook of research methodologies for
the history of childhood. The history of childhood is a vibrant,
multidisciplinary field that incorporates a rich variety of methodological
approaches developed in disciplines across the social sciences and
humanities, including archaeology, education, ethnology, literature,
and history. The volume presents a collection of chapters that engage
a range of different research traditions and employ different research
material, conceptual tools, and methods of analysis for the historical
study of childhood. In doing so, the volume attends to issues specific to
the study of children and childhood, such as those related to research
ethics and the theoretical complexities of defining ‘the child’ and
‘childhood’. While the central focus is on the history of childhood in
Finland, the volume also includes international and transnational cases,
contexts, and perspectives.
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