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Because of the abundance of wines, it's much easier to get to know them starting
with the different types of grapes.

To this end, Wine Grape Varieties of the World from a European Point of View
offers good support by listing about 930 varieties, many with several synonyms.
Almost every variety now has a brief description of the aroma.

The book first lists the ten most favoured grape varieties, and after this the varieties
are listed by countries and by wine regions. 58 countries are included. Finally, you
can find maps of wine regions, a description of the most common varieties, and an
alphabetical index of the wine grape varieties including a large number of synonyms.

This reference book is the same size as the screen of a tablet, handy for viewing at
your home as well as packing it in your bag or suitcase as a guide to local wines.

It is also available as an eBook for all platforms. This makes it easy to search all the
grape varieties for instance of a particular wine region or a particular country.



Markku Kiskola

Wine Grape Varieties of the World
from a European Point of View



© 2023 Markku Kiskola

Photos: Markku Kiskola, and Shutterstock

Published by BoD - Books on Demand, Helsinki, Finland
Printed by BoD - Books on Demand, Norderstedt, Germany
ISBN: 978-951-56-8485-1

Cover photo M. Kiskola: A view from an ltalian vineyard in Monterosso

Second, revised 2023 edition



Contents

eI LSl (== o (= PO PRSP R OPROTRRPRRRPRTN 9
Introduction to better understanding Of thiS DOOK .......... ..o ittt e h et e ettt e e e e e e e e ab e e e e bb e e e aneeeeeanbeeesbbeeeannneas 11
HOW MANY Grap@ VATEHES.......eeeiiiiiiiiii ittt ettt oo oottt e e e 4o a b bttt e a2 24 a st ettt e e a4 e aakh b et e e e e e e R R b e s et e e e e e s s s be et e e e e e e nbebeeeeeeeannbeneeeeesannnnnnee 11
THE AL TN TIS DOOK. ... ettt oottt e ettt e ottt oo sttt oo e b et 44kttt oo e ettt oo b et 4o et e e oo e bt e e e bt e e e hn e e e e eb et e e ne e e eatneeeas 12
The COIUMNS INthe CALAIOGUE .........coiiiiiii ettt ettt e ettt oo ettt e ekt e oo aa e oo ettt oottt e oo ettt e e bt e e e st e e e e eb et e nneeeennnneeens 13
Wines Of the COUNTHIES @NT FEGIONS ........ooiuiiiiiii ettt ettt e ettt e ettt oo e b et oottt e oo aa et e oo ettt e ettt e e ettt e e e b et e e ate e e e eb et e nnneeeantneeens 14
LI R AT T[T TP S TSP O PP UPTOUSPPPRPPTN 18
The order Of the COUNIIES AN FEGIONS ... ...iiiiiiii ettt e ettt e oottt e oottt e e e a bt e e eabeee e s st e e eanbeeeembeee e s et e e eanbeeeambeeeeamseeeeanbeeeannbeaeanneeaann 20
SPECIAI NOLES ON VANEHIES ......eiiiiiieeiee ettt ettt e ettt e e e aae e e e oa bt e e e Eeee e emse e e e am b e e e ekt eeeamsb e e e am b e e e ek st e e ensbeeeambeeeanbeeeannbeeesnbeeeaanbeaaannne 23
[T TSI 4 a1V e= o) S o] el (] o 1= YU 25
L =TT 4 T LR 1] oL TP OP ST PRTOPPPI 26
WINE GRAPE VARIETIES ... eeeeiiee ittt ettt e st e et e e a e et e e em et e st e m et e ee et e st e em et e e et em e e e e et em et e eR e e e e e e em et e s et eme e e am et e mneeemeeenmeeamseeaneeemeeennneenneeaneen 29
Globally most favoured WINE Grape VANEHES...........coiuu ittt e e ettt e oo e e e oo abe e e e beeeeas et eeeaabeeeeseeaeeasseeeeabeeeasseaeansseeeanbeeeaanseaaannns 29

L IN FRANCE AND ELSEWHERE ... ..ot bbb s h e e b e e s b e e e e e b e e b s he e e s b e e b s he e se e s heeeb e eae e seesbnesnesae e e e M
CINTTALY AND ELSEWHERE ... bbb s h e h e e b e e e b e e b s he e b s b e e b s he e sa e s heeeb e eae e sb e s beseaesae e e e 59
L INPORTUGAL AND ELSEWHERE ... ...ttt st s bt e e e st e e n e e e s e e e m e e et e R e e e e e e sme e e n e e e se e e smeeemneeemeeeneesmneeneeennas

. IN SPAIN AND ELSEWHERE ......
. IN GREECE AND ELSEWHERE
. IN SWITZERLAND AND ELSEWHERE.....
. IN GERMANY AND ELSEWHERE ...........

N O OB~ W N =



8. INAUSTRIA AND ELSEWHERE ... ... s b e s e e s e e e e e s e e e s ae e e eae s s ae e s s ee e s b e e sne s e neesane e

9. IN HUNGARY AND ELSEWHERE
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

IN ENGLAND, WALES AND ELSEWHERE ..
IN FINLAND, BALTIC AND NORDIC COUNTRIES

IN CZECH REPUBLIC AND ELSEWHERE ...ttt e e e e s e e m e e e e s ee e e e e s e e e neesnneeane

IN SLOVAKIA Lttt et e s e e et oo e e e e a e oo e et e R e e e ae oo o ae e e s oo eR e e e et e e R et e R e e R et e eR e e e R e e e R e e e e e e eae e e eRe e e e e e nne e e e e e e e e neesnne e

IN SLOVENIA AND ELSEWHERE ...ttt e e s e e s e e st e s b e e e e e sme e e eme e e e e e smeeeaneesneeeneesnneaane

IN BULGARIA AND ELSEWHERE ...ttt bbb bbb b e bbb e e s b e bbb 126
IN ROMANIA AND ELSEWHERE ........ooitiiiii bbb bbb e bbb s b e b e s e e s be b s a s s 127
IN CROATIA AND ELSEWHERE ........oiiiiiii bbb bbb s b s e b e b e s e e s b e b s e s 128
IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA ... ettt et h et e et e e e e e R e e s e e e e m e e s mn e e e me e e m e e s me e e emeeemeeesmeeeaneeaneeeneesnneenne 129
IN SERBIA AND ELSEWHERE ... ..ottt a e e e e e e s e e e m e e s e e e me e e m e e s e e e eme e e e e e smeeeneeemeeeneesnneenne 129
INALBANIA. ... ...129
IN CYPRUS AND ELSEWHERE ..130
IN MOLDOVA AND ELSEWHERE ..o bbb bbb s b bbb e e e b b s e s 131
IN UKRAINE AND ELSEWHERE ........ooiiiii et h e bbb s b e e e b e e b e s he s e s b e e s he e e e be e b sae s e s ae e 131
IN GEORGIA (CAUCASUS) AND ELSEWHERE ... .ottt st e e e s e e m e e e e e see e e e e s e e eneeseneenne 132
IN RUSSIA AND ELSEWHERE ...ttt ettt e ekt e et e e a et et e e s s e e e s e e e e am e e et e e e et e saneeame e et e e saeeeaneesneeeneeseneanne 133
IN ARMENIA AND ELSEWHERE ... .ottt ettt et e s a e e e e he e e s h e e e an e e e b e e e et e s me e e emeseaeeeseeeeaneesnneeneeseneenne 134
L Y ] 7 N7 OO 134
IN KAZAKHSTAN AND ELSEWHERE ........ouiiiiiiti bbb bbb e s bbb e b s b e e e b e b s e s 135
LA I i PO 135

IN ALGERIA AND ELSEWHERE ........ooiiiiiii e bbb s h e e b e e sb e e b e b sa e e e sn e 136



3 I L I TP 136
32. IN ZIMBABWE AND ELSEWHERE ... e a e s e e s h e s e e b e e s e e e s ae e e ae s s e e s s meesan e e sme e e neesnne e 137
33. IN SOUTH AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE ... .o e s e sre e s e sme s s neesaae e 137
34. IN THE USA AND ELSEWHERE
35. IN CANADA AND ELSEWHERE
36. IN ARGENTINA

BT INBRAZIL ...ttt ettt h ekt h oo R e R e e et R e R e ek e e oA E £ e eR e e e R e e R e e e Rt 4o e e R et e e et e R et e R et R et e bt e e e e te et e e st e reenanas

BC T T 1 O PSPPSR 142
0T TR V1T PSPPSR 142
L0 T 1 I N 1 PSPPSR 142
41, IN CHINA AND ELSEWHERE ...ttt ettt h et h et e bt e ea st e bt e et e e eh et e bt e b et et e et ettt et e e naeeeneenieeetee s 143
A2, IN JAPAN Lttt ettt et h e E et b e e oAbt oAb et e e e e oh e e E e e h e e e b e e eaE e oAb et e e £ e Rt e e R e e ket e he e e bt e b et e et e e e n e e eeeeaee s 143
43. IN AUSTRALIA AND ELSEWHERE .......coutiiitiiiiteittt ettt ettt ettt he et h et e£e st e bt e e et e e ehe e e bt e ket e et e eab e e be e e st e e naeeeneeseneeeeens 144
2 | A 74 = N T PSPPSR 144
Map Of WINE FEGIONS IN FTANCE........iiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e a et oottt e e ettt e e ea bt e e ottt e e ea bt e e e ea bt e e e bt e e oo atb et e nab et e e et e e e e an e e e nabeeeeaatneeens

L= =T T a TS T 1 = OO PO PP OPRR PR

Map of wine regions in Spain
Map of wine regions in Portugal
Characteristics of some of the most common varieties of @ COUNtrY OF @ FEGION .........oiiiiiiiiiiiii et et e e e e ean 149
ALPHABETICAL INDEX, WINE Grap@ VATEHES ........eeiiiutiieiiiie ettt ettt ettt oottt a et ettt e 4o et e e e eab et 44 bttt e eab b et e ea b et e e bt e e e e et e e nab e e e sne e e e aneeeas 153






To the reader

This book might well be one of the most extensive catalogues of the grape varieties ever done. It begins by
introducing more than ten most favoured grape varieties. It then goes on to list a total of about 930 varieties, some of
them, possibly, being identical.

The various names in different languages can actually mean the same variety, or the local clones proclaimed to be
unique can actually be the same. Surely, this book contains more than nine hundred different grape varieties.

You will find a short introduction before the listing of the grape varieties, followed by a short description of the most
common ones in the countries covered in this book. Finally, there is the alphabetical index of varieties, including a
large number of selected synonyms.

The main catalogue lists the Vitis Vinifera varieties, which have traditionally been used to make wines.

However, especially in North America they also use hybrid varieties which are man-made crosses of Vitis Vinifera,
Vitis Labrusca (VV x VL) and, additionally, other families of varieties. These are mostly omitted in this book. If they are
mentioned in the catalogue the notes column tends to display the word hybrid.

The catalogue also omits more than one hundred varieties which are being developed in laboratories. Because their
use in wine making is not widespread. Instead, some eatable table grapes are included when they are used also for
wine making.

Each variety is listed only once, together with its aliases, names of the countries, and the regions of cultivation
whenever known. The names of the regions are written in their native form, e.g. Bourgogne, not Burgundy. The term
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Catalunya (Catalunya, Montsant, Penedeés, Segre) means that the variety is grown not only in the Montsant, Penedes
and Segre sub-regions of Catalonia, but also, possibly throughout Catalonia, and definitely in its sub-region of
‘Catalunya’.

The notes column displays plus signs for many of the varieties. Here ++ stands for a wine for everyday consumption,
whereas +++++ stands for the highest quality. These ratings reflect only the personal taste of the writer. Every one
has his or her specific taste for different wines. You could compare your own taste to the aromas in the note column.

The varieties/aliases and countries/regions have been most carefully cross-checked, trying to find the best available
knowledge. Nevertheless, some errors may exist, and the writer cannot take responsibility for possible damage or
regret caused by them.

The names of many varieties are often quite ambiguous. The synonyms (aliases) of variety names in different
countries and/or regions can be the same even though the varieties are actually different. On the other hand, the
varieties claimed to be unique might prove to be the same.

It has taken tens of years to put together this book. Because of the enormous size of the subject, it can be said that all
the time consumed to collect the data was necessary. So, this 2023 edition now gives many variety-specific flavours.

To minimize the size of this book, e.g. the number of pictures has been kept to minimum. The compact size makes it
handy for use as a pocket reference book.

| hope this concise study of wines gives you enjoyment, and perhaps useful information, too. Tens of years of studying
wines has given the writer, not only great enjoyment, but also the inspiration to write this book.
Enjoyable moments of reading this book and sampling various wines

Markku Kiskola,
Vantaa, Finland, February 2023



Do you often think what would be the best wine? Or how to find your own favourite wine. Would you like it easier to
talk about wines and wine grapes?

Because of the abundance of wines, it's much easier to get to know them starting with the different types of grapes.

To this end, Wine Grape Varieties of the World from a European Point of View offers good support by listing about
930 varieties, many with several synonyms. Almost every variety now has a brief description of the aroma.

The book first lists the ten most favoured grape varieties, and after this the varieties are listed by countries and by
wine regions. 58 countries are included. Finally, you can find maps of wine regions, a description of the most

common varieties, and an alphabetical index of the wine grape varieties including a large number of synonyms.

This reference book is the same size as the screen of a tablet, handy for viewing at your home as well as packing it in
your bag or suitcase as a guide to local wines.

It is also available as an eBook for all platforms. This makes it easy to search all the grape varieties for instance of a
particular wine region or a particular country.
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